A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
be affected by, and at last to join, the higher civilization they
were raiding. Some of them married into the landowning
families; others seized * wasted' lands; so that there was some
small proportion of their blood, most of it in the wealthier part
of society, established along the lower Seine.
The leader of one of their original bands, Rollo, had been
taken in as an ally of the Emperor's civilized government, and
given rule over the district, as a subordinate to the Christian
Empire. Thus arose what was called the Duchy of Normandy,
which extended over an old Roman division, the Second
Lyonese. Whether by some slight accident of blood or through
the exceptional talents of the ruling family, Normandy became
a successful state, well organized under ambitious leaders, its
hereditary Dukes. They were like other Frenchmen of the
time, in stature, speech, and all social customs; they were short
men, broad-shouldered, talking Northern French (there is no
such thing as * Norman' French;—the phrase is an ignorant
academic figment), and indistinguishable from the men of
Picardy, or the men of the new kingship of Paris, save for the
new character of their rulers and court.
By the end of the century, before the year 1000, the thing
was firmly established, and the Normans under their Duke had
become a singularly definite power.
Cluny. Of more importance than the Normans, and of
lasting effect, was the reforming spirit, the spirit of spiritual
recovery, which spread at much the same time from the monas-
tery of Cluny, in Burgundy. As in the case of the Norman
influence, we cannot say what the factors were which combined
to start this considerable affair. Cluny undertook to spread an
enthusiasm for the recovery of the Church from the decline into
which it had fallen at the end of the Dark Ages. The seizure of
Church property for lay purposes, the slackening of discipline
within the clerical body, all the stagnation and corruption which
had come upon society increasingly since the death of Charle-
magne, were the object of Cluny's attack. They set out to
restore the old ideal of celibacy for the clergy, the independence
of the Church from lay government, and the claim of her bishops,
priests, and other officials to form an independent, sacred body
whose mission it was to preserve the soul of Christendom. This
spirit, which was spreading like a fire overseas, appeared in
England through the great personality of St Dunstan,
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